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1eedy

New Smyma Beach should put purpose ahead of tent rule

awn Clark didn’t reahze how
muclh demard there would befor
LY the seiviceshe wasprovidingto
New Smyrna Beach'sneedy. Nor did
‘sherealize to what extentlocal ordi-
nances canhave the opposite effect
when gpplied withablind eyetothe
meaning of a community’s welfare.
InDecember, Clark opened a store-
frontiministry called Frog, for “Forever
Relyingon God,” on West Canal Street.

Shetilled the 800-sguare-foot space with -

items o give away —clothing, shoes,
“books; dishes; strollers; furniture,anda
lotoftoys. Peopleflocked to theplace;
*“doriors and takers both. By Apr i1, Clark
figured traffichad doubled since earlier
inthe year, areflection;inpart, of the
 ‘souring economy.and the difficulties 1o
*calfamiliesare facing. I’snot just the
- homeless who seekout Clark’s help.
Working-class families do, t00.

"Biit the space was too small to accom-
modate the activity, especially for the
ministry’s outreach and fellowship ef
forts.“Yowd be surprised whatahu-
man touchcandoe,” Clark says.“For
someit’sall they need to get up and go
one moretime tothatjob interview.” To
acconmodate the intake of new dona-
tionsandsetupa comfortableplace
where people could sit and tatk, Clark
putup three tents inthelarge, grassy lot
adjoining the building. Free picnics
would also be held there atleast weekly.
Theland is part of the property for :
which'she pays $495 amonthinyrent. :

Last month Clark gota isitfromthe

‘city’s code eriforcement department.
Three anonymous complaints had been

filéd dgainst Clark’s ministry,alleging !

“‘thatstacks of garbagebags or garbage
“¢ans sometimes rimmed the place.

When it receives complaiits, however
petty or unfounded, code enforcement is
compelled toinvestigate. Soit did;ana "
found thatthe tents inthe ministry’s
yard didn’t comply with thecity’s code,
becatise they couldn’t withstand 120
mph wiids. Clark was told totake all of
herbusiness indoors or build an addi-
fiontothebuilding Sheéwasalsotold

that she couldn’t minister totheheedy,

as ehtirches do, since thelocationisn't

" Zoned for religious establishments, un-

Jess shie gets a variance froni the Board
of Adjusters. Applyingfor the variance
-costs $500.

Noone who cares about the needy, in-
ciuding New SmyrnaBeach’s codeen-
forcement departmenit, thinks Clark
isn’t providing a good, necessary serv-
ice. Yet the uipshot of the restrictionsis
that Clark has had to fold up the tents,
curtailthe counseling activitiesatthe -
mlmstry, and give away imostof the fur
niture she owned there to make room
forthe goods that shereceives and gives
out. Sheisstillallowed to holdpicnics
in‘thelot: Butbystrictly applyingits
codeenforcement ordinance withoutre-
gard for thelarger benefits Clark was

providing the heedy <—and, let’snotfor-
: get the beneﬁt she is provxdmg New

SmyrnaBeach; whose governmenti 1sn ’t
providingsuchsocial services—the
cityisforgetting thatordinancesdon’t
existfortheir ownsake: They shouldn 1
override commonsense and compro--
mise.

THe ministry’s tents, sohdly

-anchored and serving a useful purpose

to dozensof people day in and day out,
weren't hurting anyone, Only a hurri-

--cane ora tornado could produce what

thecity fears——tents flying off and caus
ingahazard: Butisthatreallysolikely

- asfooverridethetents' daily benefits?

(Withwarning, they could be taken i
down before amajor storm arrives) Re-
quiring the ministry toapply foravari-
ance with'the Board of Adjusters, just
becauise some worthy and low-kKey coun
selingtakesplace there,isalsomore
burdensome than hecessary.
-Andallasaresultof what? Three -
anonymous, surely petty, possibly dis-
criminating, complaints by people who
might have anissue with social helpers

The City Commission canand should:

intervens; reasonably suggestingto
Clark that the ministry make an effort
‘tokeep thestorefront’s surroundings

“tidy, butjust asreasonably allowing

Clark foput up her tents, resume her
ministry, andtend topeople andneeds
thatwillnot o AWAY any titme soon.
Clark’s inistry is doing New Smyrna
Beachafavor. It should beappreciated

©accordingly.





